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F By his "THREATENING to ſhut. the 
| Church Doors againſt the Author, 

= | IN CONSEQUENCE OF 
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Preached chere on Sunday, * 28, . 


1 


* — 


1 0 the Rev. H. PECKWELL, 
3 | Of Edmund- Hall, OxrorD, 
Chaplain to the Moſt Honourable Marchioneſs Dowager 


: of Lothian, and Curate to the Rev. Mr, Coleman, Rector 
| | of the ſaid Pariſh, 


—— 


Behold, the Judge ftandeth before the Door. James v. 9. 


14 | He that belicveth and is baptized, ſhall be faved ; but he that 
believeth not, ſhall be damned. Mark xvi. 16. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


FT"HE Author would not have offered ſo extemporane- 
ous a Production to the Public, if his Adverſaries 


had not been ſo violent in their meaſures. Their Threats 


and Accuſations,- tho' noiſed about, did not reach his 
Ears *till Yeſterday, ae could only give this ſhort 
Reply, without having ſo much as Time to tranſcribe the | 
rough Copy of his Defence. | y 
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Coleman, whoſe family affliction is ſuch 
as the leaſt Senſibility cannot but ſym- 
pathize with. — Vour threats, as they reſpect none 
but myſelf, make leſs impreſſion. My Study 1s, 
* to ſhew myſelf a Workman approved of God.” 


= 7 2JOUR Complaints give me pain; becauſe 
| (Y)5 they add to the Sorrow of poor Mrs. 


I cannot temporize, or trim to the Faſhion of 


the Times, and Tempers of Men, leaſt I ſhould 


ceale to be © the Servant of Chriſt.” That 


awful Day of Fudgment upon which I ſpoke is 


at Hand, or in the Language of the Text © the 


judge ſtandeth before the Door.“ He, the 
Searcher of Hearts, will decide whether I am 
wrong in preaching, or you in taking offence at 
his Word. To HIM I appeal. In that day you 
will be called upon to juſtify your Condutt.— 


Then too, I muſt give an account. —Here the 


matter ſhould have reſted, but that I am inform- 


ed the principal Men of the Pariſh have ſuch In- 
fluence as may prejudice or injure the poor of m 
Flock. For their Sakes therefore I think it my 
duty to undertake the painful talk of juſtifying lie 
| 5 A Sermon 
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Sermon and the Manner in whith it was delivered. 
As an entire Stranger, my Character cannot be 


defended by any thing. I write, nor will the 


groundleſs obloquy of the ill-diſpoſed and ill- 
_ diſtinguiſhing materially affect it. 


With reſpect to the Sermon, it is ſaid 
1. © That I told the people They were not 


“ ſure of living till they left the Church.” Is 


this Treaſon? Is it falſe? If not, why am 1 
arraigned as a Criminal to juſtify it? and why 


will you ſhut the Church Doors againſt me? 
You may do it, with as much propriety againſt 


the Bible and the Common Prayer-Book; for 
one has the aſſurance. to ſay. © in the midſt. of 
life we are in death;” and the other we 
*© ſtand in jeopardy every hour.” Hear them, 
Sir. Hear me, whilſt we exhort you; and what 
we ſay unto you we ſay unto all, © prepare to 
e meet your God.” For this night you may 


receive the ſummons, © thy ſoul, O man! is re- 
* quired of thee.” — | 


Death enters, and there's no defence, 
His time there's none can tell ; 
He'll in a moment call thee hence, 

- To Heaven or to Hell. 

2. —* That I preached Damnation too 
* firitly.” Too ſtrictly! Is that poſſible? If 
there be ſuch a thing, can I be too earneſt in warn- 
ing Sinners to flee from the wrath to come? If 
ever you ſee me as near to temporal, as every 


unrepenting, unconverted Sinner is to eternal 
deſtruction, pray don't ſtand upon Ceremony, 


ſeek after no Compliments, cry aloud, catch hold 
of me any where, any how, alarm, frighten, 


pull me from it, leaſt, while you delay, or I mif- 


underſtand your indifference, 1 drop into the 


* PT 
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Pit, —Your- objections ſeem unfortunate. 
This ſtrikes with more force againſt the meek and. 
harmleſs Lamb of God and his Evangelical Pro- 
Phet than againſt me. Vou ſhould enter your 
proteſt againſt em, and keep them out of your 
Church. They firſt began this compaſſionate 
Way of addreſſing loſt Souls. And till you are 

honeſt enough to ſhut your Doors againft them, 
no Miniſter ſhould lay it aſide. Iſaiah ſays, 
„The Sinners in Zion are afraid, Fearfulneſs 
© has ſurpriſed the Hypocrites, who among us 
„ ſhall dwell with devouring Fire? Who 
among us ſhall dwell with everlaſting Burnimgs ?'* 
This is much harſher Language than any which 
fell from my Tongue. Be attentive to the bleſſed - 
Jeſus. In ſpeaking to ſome principal Men that ap- 
peared righteous, he addreſſes them as Serpents, 
* a Generation of Vipers, and aſks, how they 
© can eſcape the Damnation of Hell.” If you 
have got a Bible turn to Matthew 8, v. 8, g, and 
Mark q, v. 43, 48, there you will read of © ever- 
*« laſting Fire.“ Hell-Fire.” *© Fire that never 
* ſhall be quenched” and © a Worm that dieth 
% not.” You did not hear theſe horrible Expreſ- 
ſions from me. I am afraid my Sermon was 
not faithful enough. You may think, . that by 
periſhing, being deſtroyed, being loſt, &c. I did not 
mean what our Lord and his Prophet ſpeak of; 
indeed I did ; and now warn you agam, unleſs 
you believe in Jeſus Chriſt, receive him, and rely 
upon him as a Saviour, you will inherit all thoſe 
direful curſes. See what authority, conſider what 
neceſlity there is for preaching Damnation to Sin- 
ners.—** The Word grates the Ear and frightens 
the People. —Does it? How will the reality excru- 
clate the Soul?—If you cannot bear to _ of, 
| ow 
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| how will you endiive it lt drives People 
to Deſpair. To deſpair of what? Of being ſa- 
ved? No ſuch Thing. But, of being ſaved in 
their Sins. —Let every ſuch deſpairing Soul, 
Come to Jeſus,” © You are the Loſt whom he 
came to ſeek and to fave.” Come, only be- 
% leve.” His Blood will cleanſe you from all 
Sin.” —Behold the Monuments of God's Free- 
Sovereign Grace—an adultrous David—an ido- 
latrous Blood ſhedding Manafſes—a ſeven-d-vil'd 
1 N Mary Magdalen —a blaſpheming, deny- 

ing Peter—theſe all waſhed their Robes and 
made them white in the Blood of the Lamb.— 


The Fountain is ſtill open. Waſh, and be clean. 


J had reaſon to expect the diſpleaſure of 
ſome, becauſe a young perſon ſaid, as I came 
from Church, © Such a one (a principal Man) T 
am ſure can't like the Sermon, it was too ſtrict 
% for him, who ſwears fo much.” Difpleaſure 
from ſuch a Quarter is an honor to a Miniſter. 
Such offence,” a good Character for any Sermon. 
If I ſhould enquire why Sinners were offend- 
ed at me or my Sermon, what Anſwer could 
they give? Let them do me Juſtice. They muſt 
confeſs that I offered them free Salvation ;” 


and tho' in their preſent State they can not 


eſcape Deſtruction, I pointed out a bleeding 
* Jeſus, as the Lamb that taketh away the Sins 
* of the World,” bid them © come to him and 
* be ſaved,” who had promiſed never to caſt 
out any. He is ready to pardon all their Sins, 
and give his Spirit to lead them into all the 
Truth, and a Path of Life which will bring 
much Glory to God, and Happineſs to them- 


| ſelves, viz. to live a godly, righteous, and ſo- 


ber Life. This is Goſpel. This the Doctrine 
| | of 
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of our Church. Can you find Fault with it? 
Do not ſuch free, undeſerved Offers of Mercy, 
Pardon and Peace to the Rebellious, rather ex- 
cite your Admiration, than Hatred Beware of 
Offence. St. Paul ſays, '* If our Goſpel be 
e hid, it is hid to them that are loſe, in whom 
© the God of this World (the Devil) hath 
LM blinded the Minds of thoſe' which believe 

* not.” May the Lord enlighten. the Eyes of 
the Underſtanding of ſuch poor blind, deluded 
Men.—May the God of, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Father of Glory, give them the Spirit of 
_ Wiſdom: and Revelation, in the en of 
himſelf. _ 

All allow, and I walk them for it; that I ad- 
vanced nothing contrary to, or that is not to be 
found in, the Bible.—Great Part of my Sermon 
indeed, was not only the Senſe, | but the very 


Words of Scripture.—By this Acknowledgment 


you haye confeſs'd that if any ſhould periſh, I 
am free from the Blood of all For' I endea- 
voured © by the Terrors of the Lord to per- 
* ſuade you to turn from Darkneſs to Light, 


and from the Power of Satan unto God. 


I told you where Strength was to be obtained, 
viz. of God, who giveth his Holy Spirit to 
them that aſk it. 

After ſuch a Confeſſion, whence can this un- 
reaſonable Perſecution ariſe againſt one, who 
deſires to ſpend and be ſpent in the Service of 
8 and in doing Good to the Souls of Men, 

eeking not theirs, but them ? If He preaches 
Damnation, is it to drive them to, or draw them 
from it? Certainly that they may avoid it.— 
And they are bound by every Dictate of Rea- 
fon and Gratitude to thank him for it, even ſup- 


poſing 


| poling the worſt, that the poor Miniſter is miſ- 


taken, and Sinners are not, as He beheves and 
ſays upon God's Authority they are, on the very 


Brink of Hell, and if © not pluck'd like a Brand 


« from the Burning, will fall in.— If I find a 
Perſon ſleeping in the Road, and awake him 
leſt ſome Carriage or Beaſt ſhould.run over or 
deſtroy him; tho” He may be perſuaded of the 


Safety of the Place, would you, Sir, would any 


one think him right in caſting Stones at me for 
my Goodwill? Surely not. You would re- 


| . his Ingratitude. Is the Caſe ſimilar? 


ot quite. Inſtead of being perfuaded of their 
Safety in the Paths of Sin, the principal Per- 
ſons in Winterbourn know and confeſs © that 
„ the Bible (God's Word) fays there is no Peace 
0 tothe Wicked; and yet when their Curate ex- 


borts them to ſeek after True Peace, they raiſe a 


Hue-and-Cry thro” the Pariſh, take up his Cha- 
rafter and Sermon, and, putting them both to the 
Torture, break them upon the Wheel of Pre- 


judice and Slander.— And not | only ſo, they 


run into the faſhionable DetraQtion of fixing a 


much deſpiſed Name upon him, © O, He is a. 
_ © Methodiſt.” How do you know that, Gen- 
tlemen? He is a perfect Stranger in theſe Parts. 


You can only judge of it from hisSermon, which 


you ſay was agreeable to God's Word. If this 


be your Reaſon, He is likely to remain ſuch till 
the Lord ſhall ſend a new Revelation, —May I 
not lament with- a Reverend: and Learned' Au- 
thor, Is it not hard Meaſure, that when a 
, Clergyman only preaches the Doctrines and 
* enforces the Duties of Chriſtianity from the. 
«. Scriptares, his Character ſhould be blafted; 


and himſelf rendered odious, by the Force of 


a Name, 


, A Name, which, in ſuch Caſes, always figni- 


fies what the Impoſers pleaſe to mean, and 


„ the People to hate.“ If He but mentions 
Original or Birth Sin, * Juſtification thro' Faith 
6 alone. All Works which ſpring not of Faith in 


B | 6< Jeſus 


* «> The Truth of the Matter is (ſays this Author) many 


Things may be ridiculed. under falſe Titles, which it 
© would not be quite ſo decent to laugh at under their true 


e ones; as an Affront may be fafely put upon a Per- 
& ſon in Maſquerade, which would produce a Duel, 


if offered to him in propria perſona. But through Evil 


© Report and good Report lies the Road of a Chriſtian, For 
& a Deceiver he muſt be content to pals till a Ręſurrection to 
Immortality ſhall demonſtrate him to be none, and Wif- 


dom be juſtified of all hier Children, 


I hope my Reader will excuſe a further Quotation from 
this Pamphlet. It was written in Defence of the Hutch- 
inſoniaris, and is entitled an Apology, &c. by George 


Horn, M. A. Fellow of Magdalen College; Oxford. I 
leave out but few Sentences to make it more generally 
applicable to ſerious Clergymen. He goes on, | 


« As to our being a Sect, or ſchiſmatical Combination 
* of Separatiſts from other Church of Etigland Chriſtians, 
5 we do molt ſincerely diſavo the Name and Thing. To 
% every zcalous Friend and Promoter of the Intereſt of 


* Chrift, the Scriptures, and the Church, we are ready 


“ chearfully and joyfully to give the right Hand of Fel- 
66 Pao If we are found Fault with, ſor not mixing 
* ſo much with the World; as ſome chuſe to do, and not 
6 Fre our Time as the World does, we can only ſay, 
6 that it is written——Be not conformed to this, Worid—that 
Life is ſhort; and Time precious; and that the Hours 
© we Kill here, will riſe with us from the Dead, and at- 
tend us, as our Accuſers, to the Judgment Seat.—But 
« there is an End to be ſerved likewiſe by repreſenting us 
« as a Sect, for then the Imprudencies of ſome (4d where 
„ among the Sons of Men ſhall we find an Exemption 
from Imprudencies?) are charged upon the Party. As 
< we diſclaim the Notion of any Sect, but that of the Na- 
* zarenes, 1 beg Leave to proteſt againſt that Method of 


« Proceeding, and to defire that “ every Man may bear 


his own Burden,” 


[wow] 
+ Jeſus Chriſt having the Nature of Sin.— The 
«* Aſſiſtance and Direction of the Holy Spirit. — 
* The Neceſſity of Prayer, Mortiſication, and 
 & taking up the Croſs,” * You muſt not mind 
„% him, He is a Methodiſt,” © ND 
But ſome, the more rational and honeſt Part 
of Mankind, lay afide this hard Name, becauſe 
they ſee theſe Doctrines expreſly maintained by 
our Church in her Articles, Homilies, and Li- 
turgy : And conſider that they might as well 
raiſe this Bug-bear of Methodiſm to frighten the 
Church, as her faithful Miniſters.— Others act 
ſtill more in Character, who, in order to cut off 
the Retreat which ſuck Kind. of Method:iſm has to 
to the Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment, endeavour to 
ſet Fire to the Citadel, and finding it impregna- 
ble to open Attack, are trying what ſpringing 4 
Mine will effect. The Lord grant that they 
may have the ſame Succeſs in ſapping, as they 
have already met with in bombarding it. 
But to return to my Enquiry. If this Perſecu- 
tion cannot be accounted for on any rational 
Principles, as coming from Man, Where ſhall 
we dig for its Spring-head It lays very low, 

not far from that © bottomleſs Pit“ which J 
would warn Men to flee from. Human Nature, 
depraved as it is, doth not alone ſend out ſuch a 
Soul-deftroying Stream. The Devil muſt ſtrike 
the Rock before this Water guſhes out. It is 
his Intereſt ſo to do. He knows well that if 
Spiritual Religion be kept out of a Place, the 
Pariſh is his. If I am wrong, ſet me right, Sir, 
and tell me whence this diabolical Spirit is raiſ- 
ed. Be pleaſed to read 1 Theſſ. ii. 16. and beg 
of God to teach you what it means. I will offer 
up my daily Petitions © That it may 5 our 
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VB Chanda to give to all his People Increaſe 
& of Grace, to hear meekly his Word, to receive 
<« it with pure Affection, and to bring forth the 
« Fruits of the Spirit,” and my Pariſhioners 
may add. We beſeech thee to hear Us, good 
«© Lord.” I will never forget them, when I beg 
of God to forgive my Enemies (for they are 
my Enemies only becauſe I tell them, what 
© they know, and confeſs to be, the Truth) Perſe- 
“ cutors, and Slande erers, and to turn their 
„Hearts. 
I have given you my Reaſons for ſaying that 
e He who believeth not ſhall be damned.“ 
The Lord, the Law (virtually), the Prophets, the 
Apoſtles, oil the Church of England ſay the 
ſame. I am only the Voice of one ſpeaking in 
the Wilderneſs, and therefore having heard the 
Word at his Mouth, or which is the ſame Thing, 
received it by his Providence, give you warning 
from him. Oh! what will you ſay to the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt when he aſks you in the great Day 
of Account, why you threatened to ſhut the 
Church Door againſt me, for only repeating 
what he ſaid 1700 Years ago. May the Lord 
give you Repentance to the ee nen of 
the Truth. Reflect upon the Duties of your 
Office. Conſider how Wickedneſs is drank in 
like Water, and Iniquity flows down our Streets 
like the River. If you will not warn a Sinner, nor 
pro a Miniſter to do it; ſhould the poo 
an die unreproved, will not his Blood be re- 
quired at your Hand? Anſwer this —_— to 
God and your own Conſcience, ——But I went 
further, and ſaid © that God being a Spirit muſt 
*. be. worſhipped in Spirit and Truth.” That 
a e Chriſtiau and baptized Infidel differ but 


in 


„„ 
in Name.“ „ That the Baptiſm of Water 
alone—phariſaical Purity, and hypocritical Church 


goings would avail nothing.“ Tis all true. Je- 


us declares . that except a Man be born from 
* above he can never ſee the kingdom of Heaven,” 
and our Church in her Catechiſm ſhews the Dif- 
ference between the Baptiſm of Water, and the 
Baptiſm,of the Spirit „the one is an outward 
* and viible Sign“ and nothing more, the other 
is © aninward and ſpiritual Grace. This changes 
the Heart. A Death unto Sin and a new Birth 
unto Righteouſneſs: For being by Nature born in 
“Sin, and the Children of Wrath, we are hereby 
* (by adeathuntoSinanda new birthuntoRighte- 
7 8509 made the Children of Grace.“ Vou ſee 
now, Sir, all, who are not dead unto Sin, all, 
who have not experienced this new Birth unto 
Righteouſneſs, are, by that Church, under whoſe 
Authority you pretend a Right of refuſing me 
the Pulpit, call d Children of Wrath“ and ſaid 
to be as yet, by Nature, as they wereborn, in Sin, 
I know nothing of your Character, if, with the 
Pencil of the Church I ſhould have drawn it, let 
me give another Daſh to the Picture, and in har 
own moſt excellent Words add, that God par- 
doneth and abſolveth all themthat trulyrepent and 
<< unſeignedly believe his holy Goſpel. No Childof 
Wrath need Deſpair. ' Let him believe in Jeſus 
. Chriſt, and he ſhall be ſaved. —Now what ſhall 
we ſay to theſe Things, Sir? If God be for us 
who can be againſt us? His Council will ſtand. 
No Weapon formed againſt his People proſpers ;. 
for ſooner than that ſhall happen, a Spear is beat 
into a Ploughſhare, and a Sword into a pruning 
Hook. Malice, Ill-treatment, and Obloquy are 
made to work together for their Good. —4 
N 1 155 t ey 
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they are afflicted ſo they multiply and gow” 


And when they have all Manner of evil f. 


of them falſely for the Sake of the Goſpel, they 
wear their Maſter's Livery—and look upon it as 


the Crown of Thorns, which when they lay their 


Heads m the Duſt, will be ſupplanted by one of 
everlaſting oy, 

Thus much couerkiing the Sermon. I haye 
anſwered all the Objections that I have heard 
raiſed againſt it. But it is ſaid, as Mrs. Coleman 
tells me, that the Manner of delivering it diſpleaſed 
more than the Sermon. This is merely a Cavil. 


If you heard for Eternity this would be the laſt 
Thing you would think of.—It would better be- 


come every one of my Hearers to follow the Ex- 
ample of the Bereans, Acts 17, v. 11, in 
ſearching the Scriptures daily to ſee whether theſe 
Things are ſo, the Conſequence of which I traſt 
would be Many would believe” not With an 


hiſtorieal, Heathen; dead, Devil's F aith, _ to 
the Saving of the Soul. 


My Accuſation is thus worded. , 
I preached with only a little black Book, ind 


did not read my Sermon.” The Book was a Bi- 


ble which I dare not lay aſide or deny, leaſt God- 
eſus ſhould deny me before his Father and the 
oly Angels. That I did not ſay any Thing 
without this great Sanction, the Mouth of the 
Lord hath ſpoken it. '. You, my Hearers, will, 
I hope bear the ſame Witneſs before God, which" 
you have done unſubpœna'd before Men. When 
you ſhew me any poſitive Injunction to read, 
jaſtead of ſpeaking my Sermon, I will obey it. 
Till then Nall not be aſhamed to follow the 
Example of my Maſter; his Apoſtles, and the 
Advice of ep Burnet, * of this Dio- 


eeſe) 


n 


teſe) whioſe latter Way of poking Gerenions | 
J intend to purſue. But | 
I had too much Action, and was too ear- 
© neſt,” Happy for me that I did not get up 
into the Pulpit with my wrong Foot foremoſt: 
Sum up the worſt now of all I did, and it will 
amount to this: © I pleaded hard with Sinners. 
As an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, as tho God did 
* beſeech you by me, I pray d you in Chriſt's 
* Stead, be ye reconciled to God. I ſpoke like 
a Man who believed and ſelt- what he ſaid, and 
% who was perſuaded that unleſs you repented, 
« you would all periſh. I commended myſelf 
to every one's Conſcience as in the Sight of God, 
<..as of Sincerity, as of God, in the Sight of 
God ſpoke I in Chriſt, and notwithſtanding 1 
know that Miniſters are unto God a ſweet: Sa- 
% your of Chriſt in them that are ſaved, and in 
them that periſh,” it was my Hearts deſire, 
and all I aimed at, to be unto you a Savour: 
* of Life unto Life. This is my Office, if you 
are offended at it, I refer you to my Maſter. 
Conſequences lay upon God. My Duty is to 
deliver my Soul, by Manifeſtation of the 
Truth, not by © corrupting the Word of God, 
* nor handling it deceitfully.— But you 
* may be leſs earneſt.” No, I cannot. I can't 
think of pleading for Chriſt, and for the Wel- 
fare of your Souls, in a Manner I ſhould be 
aſhamed to plead: for myſelf. © But you are 
* particular, and don't preach like others.''— ' 
I might retort the Ohjection, *Others are par- 
* ticular, and don't-preach like the reſt of. the 
« „Worin.“ "Put I will Na you with an An- 
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{wer : Will the Example of others juſtify me ? 
Tf ſo, by an eaſy Tranſition of the Subject, I 
may follow a Multitude to do Evil. I muſt 
ſtand or fall to my own Maſter. However 
others may be affected by reading the Denunci- 
ations of God againſt unfaithful Miniſters, I 
tremble at hearing him declare, When I fay 
* unto the Wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely die; and 
te thou giveſt him not Warning, nor ſpeakeſt to 
warn the Wicked from his wicked Way to 
* ſave has Life: The ſame wicked Man ſhall die 
in his Iniquity; but his Blood will I require 
& at thine Hand. Ezek. iii. 18,———If ſome 
* ſhould prophecy falſely, and the People love 
«© to have it ſo,” I dare not do it. What! per- 
haps you are ready to aſk, Was there no Fault 
then either in your Sermon or Manner of des 
livering it? Yes, to my Shame I ſpeak it, many. 
I have already confeſſed ſome with Reſpe& to 
the Sermon, and could add many more which 
do not concern you. As to its Delivery give me 
Leave to confeſs, (and beg of God and you to 
forgive me) that I did not © lift up my Voice 
like a Trumpet.” If. lviii. 1. And tho' I feebly 
* {mote with my Hand,” (which offended, not- 
withſtanding it is expreſsly the Command of 
God. Ezek. vi. 11.) I did not © ſtamp with my 
Foot. For Zion's Sake I durſt not hold my 
Peace; for Jeruſalem's Sake I will not reſt, but 
** will proclaim to the Daughter of Zion, Be- 
+ hold, thy Salvation.“ Behold; his Reward 
* is with him, and his Work before him.” : 
It is jeeringly ſaid, “ I clapt my Hands toge- 
Nn E ike: 1344402 2 ale.” 
The candid Reader is to underſtand this Vulgariſm 
ſomewhat differently from its general Acceptation. The 
Odbjectors 


, 
| 
I 
| 
| 
1 
| 
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* ther.” It might be ſo, tho I don't remember 
it. If I did, it is no more than God commanded 
Exekiel to do, when only a temporal Puniſhment 


was like to fall upon the People. Ezek. xxi. 14. 


“ Smite thine Hands together.“ Hear what the 
Lord has ſaid, and bluſh at your Objection: 
Forgive me that I did not ſigh with the break 
ing of my Loins, and with Bitterneſs figh before 
6. your yes. I did not cry nor howl. 1 
did not {mite upon my Thigh.“ Ezek. xxi. 12. 


Forgive me, Sir, and I will be more earneſt 


in Future. — I hope all my Pariſhioners know 


that it will be no Excuſe for them to follow their 


Superiors. The Word of God is the only 


Rule of Faith and Practice. —If the many Avo- 


cations of my Miniſtry would permit, I ſhould 


- gladly teach them from Houſe to Houſe : As 


they will not, I will endeavour to make up that 
Defect, by reading a Catechetical Lecture every 


Wedneſday Evening at Eight o Clock during the 


Summer. The greateſt Dignitaries, the greateſt 


and beſt Men that ever graced ours or the pri- 


mitive 
Objectors cannot mean (for if they do, it is a baſe falſe. 
hood) that 7 * Hands as they would to ſet two Dogs 
together by the Ears. Their Meaning when expreſſed in 


more liberal Language; muſt be that  wrung my Hands, 
Why? Becauſe People were ruſhing unprepared r . 


ment, leaſt they ſhould be weeping. Tears of irremediable 
Sorrow, and wringing their Hands in irremiſſible Miſery.— 
This Paſſage of Ezekiel is conſidered by moſt Commenta- 
tors in two Points of View. The Prophet is commanded 
4 to {mite his Hands together, n2 5x 55 N literally, 


4 ſtrike Hand to Hand” either in Token of extreme Sor- 


row, or in order to encourage the Babilonians in execut- 
ing Juſtice upon thoſe obſtinate Rebels, —lIt is not my 
preſent Buſineſs to ſhew why I think the former the beſt 
Acceptation, but only to ſay, that when I quote it in 
Defence of the Action I am accuſed of, I mean to do it in 
that Senle, | | 


* 
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| midive Churches, followed and recommend this ; 
ſurely you will not object to it, —If you do, 
moſt juſtly may our Lord's Words be apply d to 
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that would enter in, you hinder,” — 
But ſome of the principal Men wonder, that 
#* T'ſhould chuſe to preach where the People do 
* not like to hear me.” I am not certain this 
is the Caſe, becauſe ſome of the Pariſh have ap- 
plied and earneſtly defired that I would not, by 
any Means, give up the Cure; aan Under ſuch 
Circumſtances, they ſhould hate to put their 
Headsinto the Church perhaps ſo, but I don't 
preach to pleaſe, but to ſave, Men. Read the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, and fee whether the firſt Preachers 
of Chrilt conſulted their own Eaſe, or the Glory 
of God and Good of Souls.—Hear St. Paul's 
Inſtructien to his beloved Timothy, I charge 
te thee before God, even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
„ho ſhall judge the Quick and the Dead, 
ee preach the Word, be inſtant in Seaſon and 
* out of Seaſon, reprove, rebuke, exhort with 


all Long-ſuffering and Doctrine. For the Time 


will come, when they will not endure ſound. Doc- 
* trine, but after their own Luſts ſhall they heap 
to themſelves Teachers, having itching Ears: And 
they ſhall turn away their Ears from the Truth.” 
— What is the young Preacher to do? Turn 
away from them? No. But ſil to reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all Long-fſuffering. | 
_ Enquire of Ezekiel, how does his Commiſſion 
run? Son of Man, thou ſhalt ſpeak my Words 
« unto them; go, get thee to thoſe of the Cap- 
« tivity, and tell them, thus ſaith the Lord.“ 
Whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear, 
mall I deal leſs faithfully with thoſe whole Souls 


are 
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are bound by Satan, than Ezekiel did with the 
Iſraelites, who were only in bodily Slavery? 
Conſider the Power of God's Spirit and Word, 
united, as a Hammer, they break the rocky, or 
as a Fire, mollify the obdurate Heart. In the 
following Letter you will fee, when this Goſpel 
comes not in Word only, but in Power and in 
the Holy Ghoſt,“ what great Things it does, and 

- What Aſſurance it begets. This Letter has ne- 
ver, to my Knowledge, appeared in Print be- 
fore. TheWutifal Simplicity of the Indians 
h metaphorical Style, and the Purity of their truly 
grateful Sentiments, cannot, I am perſuaded, 
but be pleaſing to every one who has any Taſte 
for the former, or ever felt a conſcious Glow of 
| the latter. . 


COPY of a LETTER to the Secretary of the Board 
of Commiſſhmers at New- Jerſey. | 
The Rev. Mr. James Caldwell. 

= fic» Father, © Oneida, Dec. 10, 1770. , 

E have not much to lay; but are very 

thankful that our Belt has arrived after 

fo long a Time, and its preſent Language ſounds 

agreeable in our Ears, which at the ſame Time 


ki "ap the Heart with peculiar Joy, as we are 


We. return Thanks to our Fathers be- 
| it the great Waters, for the Conſideration 
they made us of 10ʃ0. Sterling. We thank them 
from our very Hearts, and alfo bleſs. God who 
put it into their Hearts, to ſhew us this Kind- 
neſs. The Holy Word of Jefas has got Place 
among us, and advances ; many have lately for- 
ſaken their Sins to Appearance, and turned to 
God; there are ſome among us who are very flub- 


- born and ſtrong, but JG is ALMIGHTY, and 


his 


5 
| 


% 
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his Word is very ſtrong too; Therefore we hope it 


will conquer and ſuccced more and more. 


| We ſay no more. only aſk our Fathers to pray 

for us. Altho' they are. at a great Diſtance, 

perhaps by and by, thro' the Strength and 

Mercy of Jeſus, we ſhalt meet in his a 

above. Farewell. 

| Tagewaren, Chicf of the Bror Tribe. 

Suchnageat, . — We Tribe. 
Ojecketa, 55 Turke Tribe. 


I have juſt receiv'd a "Letter from the Rev. 
Mr. Coleman, wherein he tells me, that if I 
think of gaining Admittance into the Church 
again, it muſt be by Law, for he has ordered 
you not to open the Door to any one.— This 
does not materially affect what J have ſaid: But 
it evidently ſhews, that both Mr. Coleman and 
yourſelf think your Threats illegal and unjuſtiſia- 


ble. Review the whole Affair. — See what a 


pretty Figure my Odbjectors make. And to 


7 what almoſt blaſphemous Impiety they are drove 


in condemning, and ridiculing a Sermon, which, 
they lay, was Bible-Sentiments, and is prov ed 
to have been made after the Pattern which our 


Lord, his Prophets and Apoſtles, have left.— 4 


Manner, every. Action of which that appeared ſo 


offenſive, is expreſely commanded of God; and the 
Whole very {ar ort of what his Servants can 


plead Authority to uſe. 
If you {till harp upon the old String, and ſay 


I am particular, let the following Poſtſcript, ex- 
| tracted, from the Preface of a Book lately put 


into my Hands, together with what I have al- 
ready ſaid, ſhew the Neceflity of it. Should 
you obſtinately refuſe to come and hear me, I 
* | L C 2 Ok 3 will 
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will as obſtinately pray for your temporal and 
= Happineſs, that the Lord by his Spirit 
_ make you better acquainted with yorbelf | 
God, and humble that Pride which mili- 
ates againſt his Word, for notwithſtanding your 
Contempt, I ſhall, thro! Grace, truly and fin- 
cerely continue to preach, ** not myſelf; but 
*: Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and myſelf - Your Ser- 
“% vant,” and the Servanit of all, 


For Ixsu's . 
Salbe od Juh, 1778. 
SODOBOOTE9o6000 


COPIES of the LETTERS which 
paſſed between the Rev. Mr. Corrman and 


Mr. PecxwELL, concerning the CURACY of 
Winterbourn. 


Winterbourn- Gunner, June 8, 1772; 
. 
722 VING received the Favour of a Letter from 
Mr. Blatch, on Saturday laſt, wherem he men- 
tions, that you have an Inclination to take this Curacy, 
according to the Terms mentioned by Mrs. Coleman, 
which were Twenty Pounds yearly, and the Surplice 
Fees; and to continue it fo long, as you Hall think Pro- 
per: But if you quit it, . defire you to grove me 
Proper Notice, or provide another Perſon to ſerve in 
yaur ſtead. —There is a Communion rc Times yearly, 
which you muſt get ſome Friend to give for 770 if you 
are not in Prięſts Orders, T fhall be g e 30h 
| 28 
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z your Road 10 Sarum, and to have your Aiifeer is 
k _ which will oblige, Sir, 

| Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
CHARLES COLEMAN. 


1 


1 wrote but 4 feu ae i in ee to this Lets 
ter, of which no Copy was taken: To the beſt 
of my Remembrance they amounted to ſaying 
that I accepted the Curacy on the Terms he 
% mentioned, would take Care that the Commu- 
% nion ſhould be duly adminiſtered, and that ei- 
% ther in my Road to, or ſoon after my Arrival at 
« Saliſbury, I ſhould do myſelf the Pleaſure of 
-* ca calling upon him.. 


| Winterboutn, Fuly 4, 1772. 
SIR, 


THE univerſal Diſcontent which your preaching on 
Sunday laſt gave, obliges me to do the Duty of the 
Chureh myſelf, and to continue lere rg than 7 
thought I ſhould. Therefore as Propoſal to me 
was only to come on Trial, 1 muſt beg to be excuſed 
from admitting you into my Church again upon any 
Account: For as you and I have not agreed for any 
_ gearly Stipend, you cannot inſiſt upon ſerving this Cure. 
And if you think 0 10 gaining Admittance into it again 
you muſt do it by Law, for ] have ordered the Church- 
warden not to open 7 Door to any one, without my 
Orders. Tam ready to fatisfy you for feromg me 
tohenever you pleaſe to call upon me, and am 
Your tumble Servant, 
CHA. RLES COLEMAN. 


8 
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An ANSWER to the Rev. Mr. Coleman's Letter | 
dated July 3, 1772. 


- 


Reps r | 
1 put the moſt favourable andeuten 
pon the Contents of your Letter, give me 
leave to 25 that it is full of Miſtales. A leſs ex- 
tenſive Term than — would have better 
fuited the Diſcontent. which my preaching gave, 
becauſe ſomẽ of che Pariſh have ſolicited me by 
no Means to relinquiſh the Cure: And by what 
I hear; to have ſaid © the Dilcontent given to 
three or four of the principal Men” would have 
been a truc Relation of the Fact. Happy will 
it be for you, Sir, and no ſmall Pleaſure to me, if 
my Sermon, which“ obliges you to do the Dut 
of the Church yourſelf,” ſhould alſo have been 
the Inſtrument of conveying a Compoſure and 
Ability for preaching, which you know was ſo far 
from being the Caſe laſt Sunday, that the Church 
was forbid, and I met you in the Road to Saliſ- 
bury. As long as you are pleaſed to preach, I 
can only make a tender of my Services. 
When you leave Winterbourn, my duty, as your 
Curate, will oblige me to reſume the Pulpit. 
You ſurpriſe me by ſaying that my Propoſal to 
you was only to come on Trial. I never made 
any Propoſal. Coming on Trial was never men- 
tioned by either of us. Mr. Blatch offered me the 
Curacy by Defire of Mrs. Coleman, and I told 
him to inform her, that as no one elſe would un- 
dertake it upon the Terms ſhe mentioned, if 
could ſerve her by doing it, 1 would readily ac- 
eept it. You repeated theſe Terms in a Letter 
dated the 8th of june, 1772, viz. © Twenty 
" Pounds yearly, and the * Fees.” How 
can 


| 
; 
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can you now write * I have not agreed for 
any yearly Stipend '? You very judiciouſly re- 
quired to have it under my own Hand, that I 
accepted the Cure upon thoſe Terms. intim 

alſo, that, if 7 ſhould quit it, you ſhould deſire 
proper Notice. { Surely you forgot the golden 
Rule, Do as you would be done by, When 
the Church Doors were ordered to be kept ſhut 
againſt me without any Notice at all I obliged 
you with my Anſwer. In conſequence whereof, 
both by Letter and in Perſon, I told the Biſhop 
of Saliſbury of it, and did not find that his Lord- 
ſhip had any Objection. Under the preſent Cir- 
cumſtances therefore, without his Orders, I will 
not give it up. My Duty to his Lordſhip—the 
- Regard which is due to the Politeneſs with which 
he treated me the Conſciouſneſs of having nei- 
ther ſaid nor done any Thing wrong in that Ser- 
mon-the Declaration of my Accuſers that I ad- 
vanced nothing but what was ſound Divinity 
and the general Character of thoſe Who were of- 
fended, are Reaſons ſo powerful, that I dare not 
fly in their Faces, by liſtening to the impertinent 
Threats of an illiterate Man, or the unjuſt Cen- 
ſure of one who muſt have been over- perſuaded, 
and miſled by the Intreaties of a few. that rejoice 
in offering up a Clergyman's Character with the 
Incenſe of .Calumny and Slander. It grieves 
me to ſee you att ſo rigorouſly. Neither your- 
ſelf nor Mrs. Coleman heard me preach. - If I 
have done wrong, accuſe me, the Courts of Juſ- 
_ tice are open, and I am willing to ſubmit.—If 
not, why do you paſs Sentence and iſſue out the 
dreadful Anathema of Excommunication? Hare 
you forgot Sir, that I undertook the Cure when 


725 nobody elſe could be found? And on Terms 
| which 


T 47 


which no other Perſon would accept of. Would 


it not have been as well to have ſeeh, heard, or 
afk'd me how 1 preached? Are not Men ſome- 


times miſguided by Prejudice? And do they not 


| often exaggerate thro Sh Paſſion? Can you and 
Mrs. Coleman guſlify / uch raſh Treatment as 1 


have received, in your owh Conſciences? If 


you do, I think no Sophiſtry can reconcile your 
vo contradictory Letters. Muſt the Rigour of 


the Law compel to what Gratitude and common 
Honeſty ought to bind? Surely, Sir, upon Re- 


_MeQtion, you will purſue ſome more lenient 


Meaſures. Your Unkindneſs, however, cannot 


give me a Diſpenſation for Neglect.—I will wait 


upon you on Sunday to read Prayers and to 


preach, if Indiſpoſition ſhould prevent my Rec- 


Tor. On all Occaſions of your Tarochiel Con- 


cerns, I am, Rev. Sir, 
Your Curate and obedient Serv ant, 


al, J 3. 1772, 
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HAr ve of this Age are in a melancholy 


1 State with Reſpect to Religion, no ſerious 
Man will deny. Our Philoſophers have attempted 
to reaſon us out of every Principle, by deſtroy- 
ing the Foundations, and denying the Exiſtence 


of moral Certainty : The Multitude either be- 


lieve without Evidence, or take up with Religion, 
which, however uncomfortable in Proſpect, is 
admirably ſuited to their ſenſual Appetites, by 
annihilating the Terrors of Eternity. In either 


Caſe, their Actions are the ſame. Cuſtomary 
Faith and open Infidelity are in Subſtance the 


fame. Such being our Situation, is it not hard, 


that we are not allowed to complain ? 7 


Some of us vehemently ſuſpect, that our Phi- 


loſophers have not fully proved all they have ad- 


vanced : We are much afraid, their Arguments 
are not quite concluſive: We think we have ſome 
Ground to beheve, that the Being of a God, the 


Immortality of the Soul, a future Judgement, 
Heaven and Hell, are not the Creatures of Fancy, 


er the Inventions of Prieſts. On farther Exa» 


bp q 
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anination we find, BEN theſe Things are clearl 
revealed in the Scriptures, which, we have all 


the Reaſon in the World to believe, are of Di- 
vine Inſpiration. Theſe Scriptures do likewiſe, 


as we apprehend, teach us, that all Men are Sin- 


ners; that, as fuch, we are utterly unable to 
pleaſe God, or to merit his Favour; that we 
ſtand in need of a Saviour; that Jeſus Chriſt 1s 
this Saviour ; that by Faith alone we can receive 
him; that we muſt ſhew our Faith by Works; 
that all they ho truly receive this Saviour, ſhall 
be admitted into everlaſting Happineſs, while 
thoſe who would not receive him, ſhall be con- 
demned to everlaſting Miſery. 


Perſuaded of thefe Truths, and ipredjecd 


with a Senſe of their awful Reality, we endea- 


vour to work out our Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling. We lock to the World around us, 
hoping that Things are not ſo bad as the Scrip- 
tures repreſented: but Experience confirms Scrip- 
ture. We find, that, as formerly, ſo now, Chriſt 
1s deſpiſed and rejected of Men; and that howe- 
ver Some may profeſs to believe, yet in Works 
all deny him. We find the Maxims of the 
World to be diametrically oppoſite to the Pre- 
D of the Goſpel; and that it is in vain to at- 
to obey both: we therefore chuſe to obey 
God, rather than Man. We dare not be con- 
 4ormedto the World. We dare not have Fel- 
| Jowſhip with what, we think, are the unfruitſul 
Works of Darkneſs ; nor dare we even join in 
what the World calls Innocent Pleaſures of Life. 
Though' the World, we Teck to be not of the 
World. Fa 
Love to our ie * to the Souls of 
gur . induces us not to — | 
an 
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and work for ourſelves alone, but to recommend 
the Ways of Chriſt to others: We expoſtulate; 
we remonſtrate with them upon the Danger they 
are in, upon the Folly of their preſent Conduct, 
and the neceſſity of a ſpeedy Reformation: but 
all in vain. Our Expoſtulations, are not. only 
diſregarded, but ridiculed as the Fumes of Fan- 
cy, or the Vapours of, Enthufiaſm: our Non- 
conformity to the World is treated as Preciſeneſs. 
and Affectation of Singularity; and the firſt 
Place in Bedlam is alligned to the Man, who 
ſhall Preſume to repriſe the Laie of the 
Times. 
N obnithfiending all this) 5 we.cannot help think- 
ing, that we ſtill retain the Uſe of our Reaſon, 
that we ſpeak the Words of Truth and Sober+ 
neſs. We believe, that all we ſay is warranted 
by our Divine Maſter ; nay, that it is no more 
than what has been handed down to us by our 
Forefathers, who, we charitably conclude, were 
not all Fools and Madmen, but as: wile as any 
of their would-be-wiſer Sons. 
This leads us to look beck to farmant Ages. 


There we ſind the Articles of bur Faith profeſſed 


in all Purity, and not only profeſſed, but prac- 


tiſed. We behold Churches crouded.— Divine 


Ordinances devoutly attended. the Lord's Day 
duly obſerved, the Worſhip of God maintained 
in Families, —Perſons of all Runde not nn 
of the Goſpel -of Chriſt. 
If from hence we again turn our Eyes to our 
own Times, what do we ſee? The Doctrines 
of the Goſpel are indeed the Doctrines of our 
Church, ſet forth in her publick Confeſſion and 
Catechiſm, and for ever confirmed by the Le- 


giſlature ; ; but are oy preached ? Let our Pul- 
Pits, 
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pits, formerly filled with a Paul, a Bibby a 
Peter, and an Apollos, now weckly occupied by 
Socrates, Plato, or Epictetus, demonſtrate the 
unweatied Care of our "Paſtors to feed their 
Flocks with the Bread that\endureth to eternal Life : 
While their perpetual Efforts to'foar above the 
underſtanding of the common People, evince 
their Imitation of him, whom the Common People 
heard gladly. 

Are they praQtiſed ? Let the Manners of 
every Rank declare. Let our Churches formerly 
crouded, now almoſt totally abandoned, by thoſe 
of exalted Station, or if, perhaps out of decency, 


not entirely forſaken; ſometimes honoured with 


a viſit for Half' a Day, teſtify our longing for the 
Courts of the living God Let our Peus, filled 
with Bodies, which have dropt their Souls at 
the Door, bear Witneſs to the F ervour of our 
Devotion ? 

Indeed, the ObjeAtions t to going to Church are 


fo numerous, and, in ſome Caſes, ſo almoſt in- 


ſuperable, that it is a Wonder, how People ap- 
pear there at all. This Church is too cold, 
_ * that is too hot ; this is quite a deſart, that a per- 
felt Mob. Then you know the Churc 

* _ Place where every Body catches cold. 1 

* caught it myſelf the faſt Time I was there; in- 
6 Fr I bad been at a Ball the Night before, 
* where was ſuch a Croud, there was no Breath- 
* 1ng, and I did not come Home till four o' 


Clock in the Morning: However, this would 


„ not have hurt me, had I not Unfortunately 
* gone to Church, where I had not been for 
three Months before. There is ſomething in- 
fectious in the Air of a Church, that's certain. 
T —But then I have an admirable, never failing 
4 | OM * Recipe, | 


1 Bicfledneſ; 
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8.5 Recipe, and that i is to fly to ther Play-Houſe, P 
„or Ball-Room, and I am ſure to get rid Gf 
every Complaint.” “ This Day is too bad, 
that is too good. This Miniſter preaches in- 
„ tolerably long, another ſpeaks 00 falt, a third 
too ob. This is a poor, »weak creature ;-that 1s 
r {6 prodigiouſly clever, we don't underſtand him.” 
We were ſo by all laſt Week, that we muſt 
« have ſome Recreation to- Day. We were ſo 
idle all laſt Week, that we mult do Buſineſs 
to- day.“ 

In ſhort, there is not any one ching. e 
which a Perſon of tolerable ingenuity may not 
frame to himſelf ſome excuſe or other, for not 
going to Church. | 

Let the Crouds of every Denomination, which 
fly from an approaching Communion, declare our 
Love for the Ordinances of God !—Let the Sab- 
bath-day, formerly counted holy of the Lord, 
now profaned by Buſineſs, a day of fleep, or a 
Day of Diſſipation, ſpeak forth our ſenſe of the 

of thoſe,. who: dwell in the Houſe of the 
Lord for ever Let Family Prayer, former 
deemed an indiſpenſable Dut ui and exalted Privi- 
lege, now the Song of the Drunkard, and the 
Derihon of the Scr. proclaim our Thank- 
fulneſs for all our Mercies; and our Care to train 
up our Youth in the Way they ſhould go !—Let_ 
our dread of being thought the diſciples of Feſus, 
and our anxious Study to avoid even the ſmalleſt 
Appearance of Religion, let the Voice of Blaſ- 
phemy daily heard in our Streets, with the mid- 
night Noiſe of the Sons of Riot, and that filthy 
Converſaticn, which conftitutes the Wit and Hu- 
mour of the Age, tell * we glory in the 2 
* Carts. 


_————— 
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ls this too ſevere a Cenſure, or too hideons 2 
Picture of the preſent Times? Would it were! 
But to experience we appeal: Let her determine, 
whether the does not here recogniſe the Features 
of real Manners, and of faſhionable folly. Shall 
we then ſtill think ourſelves better than our Fa- 
thers; or boaſt of our Security, as if we were 
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| a Nation that did. * and For ſooi t 
| the Ordinances 7 our God ? 
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